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Five Steps to Selling Your Home Fastea
As the number ofunsold hornes on the markei rises prospective home sellers aretryingto beatthe days-
on-market averages. Here are sometrps lrom home staging exports.

Get organizedl Now's the Ume to donale, recycle ortoss it. lfit has to comewiih you, box it and
store il forthe iriterrrn. Houses show better and sell fasler when thev are pared down to basics. well
organized and clutter fiee.

Clean it up. Once you ve dlvested yourself oflittle-used ilems, invest in a thorough spring-
cleaning s€rvlce Pay specia attention to windows baseboards and woodwork, cupboards, closets
and ut I ty room. A spa rkiing clean hom e is noi only nviting, it's perceived as a wellmaintained

Start at the cu r. Firsi impr€ssions can make orbreak a sale a nd that impress ion starts atthe
c! rb Clean out flowerbeds, ra ke up the leavos, keep the diveway and sidewa lk swept clean and
trlm limbsthat obsiruci walkways or restriciviews Liven upthe entry with a splash ofcolor Paint
the front door paniaf lowerngshruboraddpotsort lowers Lessismoreihough,sodontgo

Sparkle, shine and scents. Nothing says welcome bettorthan a home that sparkles and
shines Po ish a the surfaces, W ndex@ the mirrors and French doors and buffthe appliances,
freplace tools and allihe doorknobs. Light volive candles in the kiichen and baths. But remsmber
scenis can detract fthey're overpowering, so keep them light and subtle,

Stage your home to maximize its best features. Staging a home is a iot more than simp.,
spr!cing i t  up l ts knowing howto playto each rooms strengths and appealtothe gfealestnumber
of potential buyers Whether you pla n to do it you|self or take advantage of today's atrorda ble
stagjng professlona s prepplng your house for market is essentral. Staging pros can save you iime
an d heada ches and, even betier they re a good invesiment Staging ca n shave weeks ofi the time
your home is on the market and add enough io the fnalsale pr iceio morethan recoupihe staging
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